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Tips of the Week

PDMLink : Adding New Attributes to a Part

One of the most significant contributions of Windchill PDMLink is the ability to add
attributes to the Out-of-the-box (OOTB) objects “on the fly”. This will virtually eliminate the
need to have to resort to UML modeling and Info Modeler capabilities “just to add” custom
attributes. Via the Type and Attribute managers, the administrators can quickly add customer
specific attributes. The Soft Typing capabilities of Windchill PDMLink will allow you to:

e Add Attributes to the following OOTB business objects
Problem Report

Enterprise Change Request

Enterprise Change Notice

WTPart

WTProduct

Serialized Part

WTDocument

e Add subtypes to WTDocument and attributes to these subtypes.

O O O O O O O

PDMLink handles the automatic generation of Uls for handling of the soft attributes. Where it
makes sense (e.g. for Integer or String), the value can be constrained to a Discrete Set. The
following attribute types are supported:

Boolean
TimeStamp
Float
Integer
String
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The following steps show how easily a new attribute (Cost) can be added to a Part Object.
Step 1 - Create “Cost” Attribute

Log into PDMLink as user with administrator privileges. Select the Administration tab.
This will take you to the Administration page where you can administrate different applications
like users, groups, lifecycles, workflows, teams, etc.

e To create a new attribute, click on Attribute Manager link. This will take you to the
Attribute Definition Manager page.

e Click on the Attribute Definition Manager link to define the new attribute.
e Create an Organizer called “Business Attributes”.

e Now create an attribute w/in “Business Attributes” called “Cost” of type “Floating Point
Number” (Figure. 1).
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Attribute Manager (Figure. 1)

e After creating the attribute, go back to the PDMLink Administration page.

Step 2 — Adding “Cost” attribute to a Part

From the PDMLink Administration page, click on the Type Manager. Follow the below steps to
add an attribute to the Part in Type Manager (Figure. 2).

e Select wt.part. WTPart (which denotes PDMLink Part)

-
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e Click checkout EI icon o
Click the update M icon

n the menu bar

Checkout / Checkin / Undo-Checkout

[ ]

e Select Template Tab

[ ]

e Drill down to find “Cost” and click Select

e Set a default value for “Cost” — say 0.0

e C(lick OK, and then checkin wt.part. WTPart
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Type Manager (Figure. 2)

Select Root, and from the Right-mouse button pull-down, select “Add Attribute”

This completes adding of an attribute to Part. Now when you go to Create Part UI (Products =
and under Actions select "% to create), a new field called “Cost” will be available (Figure. 3).
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Announcements

Customer PTC E-Newsletter Surve

For the past 2 years I've been sending you our Customer PTC E-Newsletter such as this one.

In an attempt to deliver the highest quality and create the most value we would like to use this
survey to further our "Learning" Relationship with you, our Customers. Even if you are a first
time recipient of the newsletter, please feel free to share your comments on this one you’re
reading.

It will not take longer than a few minutes to fill out this quick survey as your input is invaluable
and we greatly appreciate your input. Please click on the following link to begin:

To Enter Survey, Please Click

Please note it may be impossible to "Customize" the newsletter to meet every individual request
however we will attempt to integrate as many ideas as possible.

Thank-you very much for your time and feedback as we try to improve this value-added service.

PTC Sponsored Events

Click below to see PTC sponsored events:

http://www.ptc.com/company/news/events/index.htm

Click on the poster to gain access to the Product First Virtual Event resource
center!! See the software and pick up a screen-saver or two.

E-PROFILES IS HERE!!

We have been eagerly anticipating the debut of the new electronic version of Profiles Magazine
and now it is here! This new web site will supplement the print edition of the magazine and will
provide new useful features not feasible with paper media. e-Profiles will provide you with
24x7, worldwide access to key information previously available exclusively in the print version.
"Tips & Tricks," a popular feature pioneered by Pro/USER, has also moved to the web and will
be expanded as the site matures. Future plans include several foreign-language editions of
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Profiles for our many international readers. Currently, Profiles is printed in English and
Japanese.

Please take a few minutes to check out this new web site. We don't think you will be
disappointed.

http://profilesmagazine.com/
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Upcoming Events & Training Class Schedules

Upcoming, 2003 Your local Pro/Engineer User Groups
http://www.prouser.org/rugs/

Upcoming, 2003 Pro/USER International Conference
http://www.prouser.org/

Please visit the PTC Education Services website for the latest training information

including course descriptions, schedules, locations, and pricing.

e Attend a course at any PTC Center and receive a free copy of Pro/E 2001 Student
Edition!

http://www.ptc.com/services/edserv/index.htm

PTC

Note: This PTC E-Newsletter will continue to be used for the following:

1) Inform you on events related to PTC products (user groups, conferences, training schedules, etc.)
2) Educate you on products that are available at PTC

3) Tips & Techniques using PTC Products

Note: These messages are compiled in the local PTC office and will be distributed via
e-mail.
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